
Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students (SDS) Fact Sheet

Overview
�e Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine (KYCOM) will be awarding funds from the Scholarship for Disadvantaged Students 
Program (SDS) contingent upon available funding. �is is a federal program designed to assist with the cost of tuition and other reasonable 
educational expenses. Students must be considered disadvantaged, either economically and/or educationally/environmentally. SDS awards 
will be applied to the fall and spring terms. SDS awards will cover at least one half of the annual tuition amount up to $30,000 per year. No 
�nancial aid awards may exceed the student’s cost of attendance at KYCOM.

Requirements 
Students must be U.S. citizens, enrolled full-time, in good academic standing, come from a disadvantaged background, and have a severe 
�nancial need for funding. 

Citizenship
A student applicant must be a citizen or national of the United States, or a lawful permanent resident of the United States, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa or the Trust Territory of the 
Paci�c Islands, the Republic of Palau, the Republic of the Marshall Islands or the Federated States of Micronesia.

A student who remains in this country on a student or visitor’s visa is not eligible. When necessary, documentation of citizenship must 
be provided. 

Disadvantaged Student Status - Eligibility
An 



Financial Need
Student applicants must be in need of �nancial assistance to be awarded. Preference is given to students for whom the cost of attendance 
would constitute a severe hardship.

Students must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.studentaid.gov/FAFSA �e parental income will 
be used to determine a student’s eligibility for �nancial need in all cases except when the student is considered independent by being at 
least 24-years-old and has not been listed as a dependent on parents’ federal income tax for three or more years. Dependent applicants 
must complete the “parental income section” on the FAFSA. Independent students will include the student’s family income instead of 
the parental family.

To update the FAFSA go to www.studentaid.gov/FAFSA. 

Additional Requirements


